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is often called Jewish. The melody used by the
Zionists themselves for their " national" anthem, the
Hatikvah) is a Slavic folk-song which the Czech com-
poser, Smetana, used in one of his compositions. Many
synagogal melodies are Russian, or German, folk-
songs. The Sephardic Jews have different melodies*
The music of the ancient Jews has been completely
lost. The Jews who write or interpret music now
do so in the musical idiom, or with the musical
feeling, of the several countries to which they belong.
Because most of the Jews in the Western World come
from Russia, directly or indirectly, the melodies
known to Russian Jewry have come to be identified
with Jewish music. But they are in their origin
Russian music. The extent to which " Russian"
and " Jewish *' are confused in art was illustrated the
first time the Habimah players were in London.
Since they came from Palestine and spoke in Hebrew,
their acting was proclaimed as evidence of what
Palestine was doing for Jewish art. Experts on the
theatre, however, saw in it the tradition of the Moscow
Art Theatre.

Jews individually have held, and hold, a large place
in the cultural life of the various countries. The
numbers that have attained pre-eminence in some
cultural fields are sometimes disproportionately large*